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Stay Strong and Focused     by Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 

Many distractions and many accusations will surround all Christians as Satan tries to cause us 
to lose our focus and to enter into these distractions and disputes with right theologies but 
wrong characters. You see, when you do right things with wrong attitudes  you  nullify your 
stands.  Matthew 24:24 (NLT) says, “For false messiahs and false prophets will rise up and 
perform great signs and wonders so as to deceive, if possible, even God’s chosen ones.” 

preaching about ourselves. We preach that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
and we ourselves are your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6For God, 
who said, “Let there be light in the darkness,” has made this 
light shine in our hearts so we could know the glory of God that 
is seen in the face of Jesus Christ.  
 

I want to say that we do not have the power or wisdom to 
fight against Satan.  It is only the Lord Jesus Christ who can 
defeat Satan and over power his demonic schemes.  This is 
why we   need to be totally submitted to Jesus Christ by loving 
Him with of our heart, mind, and soul and then loving our 
neighbor as ourselves. 
 

Those who are lost in sin will spend eternity in a literal hell if 
they don’t turn to loving Jesus with all of their hearts, mind, 
and soul.  Therefore, we need to love Jesus so that we can love 
those who are lost in sin.  We must be able to say as well as 
live it out to our friends and acquaintances who are still not 
lovers of Jesus Christ that: 
 

     “We love  you  in spite of the sins that  you may be trapped    
     in.  We love you so  much that  we are willing to endure the  
     consequences  of  lovingly  standing  In  the  truth  of  God’s  
     Word  and  consistently  pointing  the   way  to  eternal   life  
     through  Jesus Christ.   Although  we  disagree with you, we  
     love you  so much  and desire to show  you the way to Jesus  
     Christ who  loves you  so much  that He gave His life for you  
     so that your sins can be forgiven and so that you can spend  
     eternity with Him in  
     Heaven.” 
 

It doesn’t matter what 
sins you may be caught 
in.  We need to believe 
with all of our hearts and 
share with all of our lives 
the truth found in the 
following passage of 
scripture: 
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ISSUE 

IN THIS 

 

When Jesus walked this earth, He too was confronted with 
many distractions and accusations that were meant to change 
His focus and character.  These accusations and distractions 
failed to move Jesus to another focus and purpose.  He 

remained focused 
and committed to 
His original and 
primary goal.  Luke 
19:10 (NLT) says: 
“For the Son of 
Man came to seek 
and save those 
who are lost.”  
Following the 

example of Jesus is critical for all of us in this day of turmoil. 
 

We must realize that our primary goal remains to seek and to 
save those who are lost. This means that we have to hold tightly 
to the Word of God.  Matthew 22:37-40 is the passage that will 
empower us to powerfully and gloriously accomplish all of this.  
It says, “37Jesus replied, “‘You must love the LORD your God with 
all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’ 38This is the first 
and greatest commandment. 39A second is equally important: 
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40The entire law and all the 
demands of the prophets are based on these two 
commandments.”  
 

Let me try to explain how this will look as we live this out in our 
community among those that we are seeking to point to Jesus 
Christ.  Those who are without Jesus Christ, will not attempt to 
love and honor Jesus by obeying His commands and seeking to 
bring glory and honor to Him.  It is because it is very difficult for 
them to respond to the gospel.  2 Corinthians 4:3-6 (NLT) says  
3If the Good News we preach is hidden behind a veil, it is hidden 
only from people who are perishing. 4Satan, who is the god of 
this world, has blinded the minds of those who don’t believe. 
They are unable to see the glorious light of the Good News. They 
don’t understand this message about the glory of Christ, who is 
the exact likeness of God. 5You see, we don’t go around 
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1 Corinthians 6:9-11 (NLT) 9Don’t you realize that those who do wrong will not inherit the Kingdom of God? Don’t fool yourselves. 
Those who indulge in sexual sin, or who worship idols, or commit adultery, or are male prostitutes, or practice homosexuality , 10or 

are thieves, or greedy people, or drunkards, or are abusive, or cheat people—none of 
these will inherit the Kingdom of God. 11Some of you were once like that. But you were 
cleansed; you were made holy; you were   made   right   with  
God  by  calling on  the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 
 

We need to love Jesus Christ with all of our hearts, minds, and souls.  Then we need to 
let His love shine through us so that the lost will come to love Jesus with all of their 
hearts, minds, and souls so that they can be wonderfully and marvelously saved.  In 
the midst of turmoil and discord, let us rise to bring glory and honor to the Lord by 
expressing love and grace in the truths revealed in the Word of God, the Bible.  God 

bless you as you love the Lord and seek to bring glory and honor to Him. 

“Continue steadfastly in prayer, being 
watchful in it with thanksgiving.” 

Colossians 4:2 (ESV)  
 

Here are opportunities to gather together in prayer 
Sundays 6am  

(Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 
Mondays 10 am & 6:30 pm  

(High St Sanctuary) 
 

Gather together to pray for God to move within our-
selves,  

our church, community, nation and world.  Please join 
us for these very powerful times with the Lord and our 

brothers and sisters. 

High Street Cleaning Schedule 

Week of July 9-11 
Blando Ohana 

 

Week of July 16-18 
Aikala  Ohana 

 

Week of July 23-25 
Reimann, Edwards, 

 Kaneshiro 

Week of July 30-Aug 1 
Volunteers Needed 

Please pray for Destin 

Olaso and his team 

serving in Slovakia 

with NavMissions 

text @mrvif to 81010 
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Crisis Care Ministry 
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 

419-8100 

280-5810 
Jenn.mpcmaui@gmail.com 

Andy Sniffen  

264-0526 

call Church 
Office 

244-0865 

Church 

Cleaning  

Ministry 
call Church  

Office 
244-0865 

 

Valley Isle Fellowship Sunday School  

PRESENTS: 
 

A SUMMER OUTREACH EVENT! 
 

Dear Church family: We have an opportunity to reach 

out to our family, neighbors, and friends with small 

children and invite them to a special movie night. We 

all know families who could use encouragement and 

fellowship. Here’s a chance to share the love of Jesus 

and the truth of Isaiah 30:21. So bring your kids; bring 

your nieces and nephews; bring your neighbors! There 

are extra flyers in the back. Pick some up and then give 

some out. What a great way to connect with our 

neighbors and family who may not know just how 

much God loves them. 

 

 

Saturday, August 1, 2015 

6:30-8PM 

 

THE LOST ADVENTURE 



 

 

 
Valley Isle Fellowship 2015 Calendar 

   

July 2015 

 

                1 6:30pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 
 

 3 Observe Independence Day - Office closed  
 

 4 Fourth of July Picnic-Keopuolani Park 
 
 5 6 am - Prayer Time (Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 
  9 am - Pastor Darren 
  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  
  12 noon - Building Team Meeting (tent.) 
  6 pm - Pastor Stephen 
 
 6 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
 
 8 6:30pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 
 
 10 Pastor Stephen off-island 
 
 11 Pastor Stephen returns 
 
 12 6 am - Prayer Time (Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 
  9 am - Pastor Darren 
  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  
  12 noon Trustees Meeting 
  6 pm - Pastor Jeremy 

Sunday Evening 

Service  
 

 VIF Church Sanctuary - 6:00 pm 

Associate Pastor  
Darren Sarmiento 

Cell:  (808) 757-1651 
Email: darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com 

Associate Pastor  
Jeremy Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 280-2780 
Email: vifjeremy@gmail.com 

Valley Isle Fellowship 

473 S High St, PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793 

ph: (808) 244-0865 vifoffice@hawaii.rr.com www.vifmaui.com  

www.facebook.com/valleyislefellowship 
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Sunday Morning 

Services 
 

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria 
355 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 

 

Service - 9:00 am 

 
Sunday School - 10:30 am 

*Children & Youth Sunday School at High Street property* 
@VIFMaui 

Senior Pastor 
Stephen Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 419-8100 
Email: icastephen@gmail.com 

121 Ho`owaiwai Lp #801 
Wailuku, HI 96793 

Today's Worship Songs 
 

My Savior, My God 

One Thing Remains 

At the Cross (Where Love Ran Red) 

Pastor Stephen will be on 
vacation from  

August 8th—19th 

mailto:pdarrenvif@gmail.com
mailto:vifjeremy@gmail.com
mailto:icastephen@gmail.com
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Matthew 16:18 (NLT): 18Now I say to you that you are Peter (which means ‘rock’), and upon this rock I 
will build my church, and all the power of hell will not conquer it. 
 
1 Peter 2:9 (NLT): 9But you are not like that, for you are a chosen people.  You are royal priests, a holy 
nation, God’s very own possession.  As a result, you can show others the goodness of God, for he called 
you out of the darkness into his wonderful light. 
 
 
1. Who are the church? 
 

a. The ______________________________. 

b. God’s ___________________________________. 

c. The __________________ of Christ. 

d. The __________________________ of God. 

 
2. Where did we come from? 
 

a. He __________________ us _________________________. 

b. Jesus _____________________ us. 

c. Freed from ____________ to _______________________________. 

 
3. Where are we going? 
 

a. We are _________________ into a _________________________ with Jesus. 

b. We were once _________________ but now we have been ________________________. 

c. We have a _____________________ and ________________________ relationship with 

Jesus. 

 
Notes: 

 

The Church 

 Pastor Darren Sarmiento 


